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Dear parent/carer

As we reach the end of the academic year, it is important to reflect on and celebrate our
successes, while also reviewing the areas that still require development and looking ahead to the
year to come.

We would like to begin by thanking all parents and carers for their support since November. We
recognise that there have been many changes. As we work to provide greater stability and
continue moving forward, there will also be further developments during the next academic year.

One important area to celebrate is the growing visibility of our school values. We are increasingly
seeing students demonstrate Ambition, Courage, Confidence and Kindness through their actions,
their learning and the way they contribute to our school community. Enclosed with this letter is a
celebration of just a few of the highlights from this year.

As we look ahead to September, we would also like to remind you and your child of some of our
basic expectations. Sharing these now provides families with time to purchase any uniform or
equipment that may be needed before the start of the new academic year.

Uniform

Wearing the correct uniform demonstrates pride in belonging to Medina and reflects our
expectations of respect, confidence and high standards. Uniform is not optional. Students must
wear:

Top: A white shirt and Medina tie, together with a Medina jumper or Medina blazer or both.
Bottom: Black tailored trousers, black tailored shorts or a black school-style skirt.
PE kit: A Medina PE T-shirt and plain black school PE shorts.

The following items are not permitted:
Sweatshirts, hoodies, polo shirts, leggings, sports shorts, tight or very short skirts, and tight or very
short shorts.

Students must also bring a suitable school bag that is large enough to carry their equipment, water
bottle, black book and PE kit. Arriving properly dressed and equipped enables students to begin
each day with confidence and be ready to learn.

Mobile phones and the structure of the school day
From 1 September 2026, schools are expected to follow statutory Department for Education
guidance which states that schools should be mobile phone-free environments by default. This




means that students should not have access to mobile phones or similar smart devices during
lessons, between lessons, at breaktime or at lunchtime.

Following consultation, we will therefore be introducing locked storage boxes in each tutor group
and at the late gate. Students who bring a phone to school will be required to hand it in each
morning. Phones will then be returned during a short tutor period at the end of the school day.

To support the secure collection and return of phones, morning Tutor Time will be adjusted to 25
minutes, with an additional five minute tutor period at the end of the day. The school start and finish
time remain the same.

Any student who is seen with or found to have access to a mobile phone during the school day will
be suspended at that point, in line with the school’'s updated behaviour policy. It is therefore
extremely important that all students follow the new procedure from their first day in September.

Following this expectation will require students to demonstrate the courage to change established
habits, the confidence to communicate and socialise without relying on a device, and the kindness
to respect the learning and wellbeing of others. Removing phones from the school day will also
help students to remain focused on their learning and their ambitions for the future.

If a student needs to contact home during the school day, they should go to the Student Hub during
break or lunchtime, where staff will facilitate this where necessary. Parents and carers who need to
contact their child urgently should continue to do so through the school.

Start of term and Development Days for next year

The Development Days for the next academic year are:

Tuesday, 1 September 2026

Wednesday, 2 September 2026

Monday, 2 November 2026

Friday, 18 June 2027 - apart from Year 11 students who have an exam
Friday, 9 July 2027

Wednesday, 28 July 2027

There will be a staggered start in September to allow our new Year 7 students to experience a
slightly quieter first day:

Thursday, 3 September: Years 7 and 11 return
Friday, 4 September: All year groups are in school

Attendance, punctuality and pastoral support

Being in school, arriving on time and attending every lesson every day is essential if students are
to make strong academic progress. Regular attendance also helps students to build positive
relationships, develop confidence, establish secure routines and participate fully in the wider life of
the school. Short periods of absence, repeated lateness or missed lessons result in lost learning.

Excellent attendance is an important part of demonstrating ambition. Students cannot achieve their
full potential unless they are present, on time and engaged in their learning. It also takes courage
to attend and persevere when something feels difficult, and confidence grows when students
participate regularly, experience success and build secure relationships with their teachers and
peers.



Some students may need pastoral support at different points during the school year, and we will
always seek to provide appropriate help. Our value of kindness means that we will listen, seek to
understand and respond with care. However, kindness also means helping students to develop the
resilience, independence and confidence they need to overcome barriers and return to learning.
Pastoral support must enable students to return successfully to learning; it should not become a
long-term alternative to attending lessons. It is vital that students remain connected to their
teachers and peers, and make the academic progress of which they are capable.

Enrichment

From September, we have timetabled one hour per fortnight dedicated to Enrichment, ensuring
that every student has regular access to experiences beyond their usual lessons. This supports the
new Department for Education Enrichment Framework, which emphasises the importance of
high-quality and varied opportunities that develop students’ skills, confidence, relationships and
engagement with education. Through these activities, students will have further opportunities to
demonstrate our values of ambition, courage, confidence and kindness, discover new interests and
develop talents that will support them both in school and in later life.

Summary

Our values are not simply words; they should be reflected in the choices we make each day. We
want students to show ambition by working hard and aiming high, courage by responding positively
when things are difficult, confidence by participating fully in school life, and kindness through the
respect and consideration they show to others.

By working together, we can help every student begin the new academic year ready to
demonstrate these values, both in their learning and in the contribution they make to the wider
Medina community.

Please use our website and social media accounts to look for key information and stay up to date.

We wish you a happy and safe summer break and we look forward to welcoming all students back
to school in September.

Yours faithfully

TR (b s

Mrs J Paul, Mrs K Sandiford, Mrs A Mursell
Executive Headteacher and Co-Heads of School
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