
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Rescheduled Bronze Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Expedition  23-24 May 2026 
 
The expedition will now take place on 23 - 24 May 2026. Students will be hiking, camping 
and practising vital skills such as teamwork, independence and navigation while achieving 
an aim that they have agreed between themselves before departure. 
 
Drop off time and location: 
09:00 Saturday 23rd May at the public car park behind the Three Bishops pub, main road, 
Brighstone, PO30 4AH. 
 
Collection time and location: 16:00: Yarmouth Green, Yarmouth PO41 0RB. This timing is 
approximate and students / teachers  will contact home should this change. 
 
Cost: £10 per student. Payable via Arbor app. If you paid for the postponed expedition in 
March, you do not need to pay again. This covers the cost of campsite fees, cooking gas 
and other equipment. 
 
Camp site: The group will be camping at Camp Wight, Ningwood Hill, Yarmouth PO41 0XP. 
 
Equipment: Attached is the kit list. Students must bring everything on the clothing and 
personal kit list (unless it states optional). If students need to borrow equipment, please 
contact me. Tents and group equipment will be provided.  We can also supply rucksacks, 
waterproofs, sleeping bags and mats and other items. Students will be carrying everything 
that they bring so they should avoid bringing items that are not on the list. 
 
Food: Students need to bring their own food and drink (water will be provided) as they 
should be self-sufficient for the two days. A packed lunch is appropriate for lunch on the first 
day. They then need to bring food to cook for evening meal and food for breakfast and lunch 
the following day. Students have had training on the best types of food to bring and should 
have organised to cook as a group. They should also bring snacks such as energy bars and 
some emergency rations.  
 
Home contact: Our school home contact for the two days will be Anna Mursell, head of 
school. In the event of an emergency, she can be contacted on 07933172679. 
 

 



 

During the two days, students will be supervised and assessed by members of staff. They 
will be working as a team and navigating, hiking, making camp, cooking together and striking 
camp the following morning. On the expedition the team will at all times be supervised 
remotely.  This means that a Supervisor will not constantly be accompanying the team, nor 
will they be in constant sight or sound of the Supervisor. The group will have a GPS tracker. 
The Supervisor and assessor will meet up with the team on a few occasions during the day 
and will see the team in the evening at the camp site.  This allows the Supervisor to check 
on the team’s safety and welfare whilst still allowing the team the experience of being on 
their own.  
Students need to know that this is the qualifying expedition for the bronze award which 
means that they will be assessed for the full 2 days. 
 
Please complete the attached consent form and return to the library at Medina or email 
directly to me.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me on: 
helen.mccarthy@theislandviform.org.uk 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
Helen McCarthy 
DofE Manager 
Geography / Travel and Tourism teacher 
 
 
Other important information: 

1.​ This is an Award and it is about teamwork, independence and leadership.  
2.​ Route cards must be completed by students by Monday 19th May. Most groups have 

nearly finished this. 
3.​ Phone rules: One phone only can be turned on per group during the day to complete 

their aim. Any others can only be used for emergency situations and must not be in 
sight for most of the time. They must be turned off once in their tent. Social media 
should not be used during the expedition. 

4.​ No other electronic items are allowed. No loudspeakers in the countryside – please 
don't bring them. 

5.​ Participants may be sent home and fail the Award if their behaviour falls below the 
expectations of the Duke of Edinburgh Award and the school. 

6.​ Any borrowed items need to be returned at the end of the trip. 
7.​ There may be no showers available onsite,so please take this into consideration when 

packing. Bring your own toilet roll...just in case! 
8.​ Bring a bag to put your dirty shoes in on the way home in case of rain and mud. 
9.​ Students may not go into shops until the expedition is completed and they have been 

passed and directed by the Assessor and staff. 
10.​All teacher/instructor/assessor instructions must be followed by participants, or it will be 

deemed unsafe for that pupil to be there. 
11.​Any students who have not returned all their information about medical issues and 

consent forms etc. will not be allowed to participate. 
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