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Year 11 Support



Year 11 parents’ evening
Year 11 trial exams 2
Final practical exams begin
Year 11 trial results day 2
Final written exams begin
Final date written exams can take place (contingency)
GCSE results day 2026

The ‘Year’ Ahead
September 11th

November 5th
November 27th

2026
February 11th
February 24th

March 16th
March 19th

May 5th
June 24th

August 20th

Year 11 parents’ evening
Year 11 trial exams 1
Year 11 trial results day 1



118
days until the GCSE written exams begin



How to Prepare

Year 11 Support



What will impact your final grade?

Attendance

How to prepare



  95% Very good chance of 9-4 grades

  94% Good chance of 9-4 grades

 92% Fair chance of 9-4 grades

  90% Less than 50% chance of 9-4 grades

  88% Less than 35% chance of 9-4 grades

  <85% Less than 30% chance of 9-4 grades

Fisher Family Trust (FFT) - likelihood based on national data



What will impact your final grade?

Attendance
Revision 

How to prepare



How do I 
revise?



How do I revise?

Start as early as you can



‘If you can get 1 percent better 
each day for one year, you’ll end up 
thirty-seven times better by the 
time you’re done.’

James Clear
Atomic Habits

How do I revise?



How do I revise?

1365 = 1 
1.01365 = 37.78 



How do I revise?

There’s a common myth that GCSE 
success comes from last-minute 
cramming or extreme revision hours.

In reality:

10–30 minutes every day
focused on the right things

over several weeks

…beats long sessions every time.



How do I revise?

GCSE success isn’t 
about heroic effort. 

It’s about 
consistency.



Revision Timetable

Little and often

Make it realistic

Build in rest breaks and time 
for other interests, 
socialising, exercise etc.

Balance the time between 
different subjects





As parents, what can we do to help?

● Provide a space to study, free from distraction

● Provide supervision - get involved!

● Provide healthy snacks and drinks to keep them going

● Provide support and encouragement



…but how do 
I revise?



How do I revise?

Mindmaps



How do I revise?

Checklists

Don’t spend 
time revising 

what you 
already know



How do I revise?

Flashcards



How do I revise?

Flashcards
The Leitner Method

● One question per card

● All cards start together

● Right answer 
- card moves forward

● Wrong answer 
- card goes back

● Hard topics appear more often

● Easy topics appear less often



How do I revise?

Past papers



How do I revise?

Revision guides
Revision guides are available to 
order through the Arbor Parental 
app - School shop



How do I revise?

● Different methods of revision

● Effective study tips and 
techniques

● Online resources, such as 
downloadable planners and 
editable revision timetables



Year 11 parents’ evening
Year 11 trial exams 2
Final practical exams begin
Year 11 trial results day 2
Final written exams begin
Final date written exams can take place (contingency)
GCSE results day 2026

The ‘Year’ Ahead
September 11th

November 5th
November 27th

2026
February 11th

February 24th
March 16th
March 19th

May 5th
June 24th

August 20th

Year 11 parents’ evening
Year 11 trial exams 1
Year 11 trial results day 1



What will impact your final grade?

Attendance
Revision 
Engagement

How to prepare



Additional Support



Additional Support





Online resources

The school subscribes to:

Additional Support



Support Sessions

● The library is prioritised for 
Year 11 students to study every 
lunch time

● Targeted subject sessions are 
running across the week 

● Additional intervention days are 
running during the half term 
holidays

Additional Support



Next Steps



Start looking at the post-16 options

● Courses available

● Entry requirements

Next steps



Entry requirements

GCSEs are level 2 qualifications

A levels are level 3 qualifications

Next steps





We ask students to make sure they know:

● Date 
● Exam 
● Time 
● Room
● Centre Number
● Seat Number 
● Candidate Number 

Timings
Morning exams start at 9.00am - morning lines area by 8.45am
Afternoon exams start at 1.15pm - morning lines area by 1pm

If they know they are going to be late, we ask them to contact the school as 
soon as possible

Next steps - Exams Information



Routines:

Silence

Empty pockets

No communication 
talk, make eye contact, signal to, engage 
with

Malpractice could cost you the marks for 
that paper, that subject, or that season of 
exams

We do have to, and will report all 
malpractice to the exam boards to ensure 
the integrity of our exam centres 

Next steps - Exams Information



Bring, as appropriate:
Two black pens
Calculator (unless prohibited for the exam)
Highlighter
Ruler
Pencil and eraser
Clear pencil case
Clear water bottle - no label, logos or measurements

Next steps - Exams Information

Don’t bring:
Mobile phone
Watch of any sort
iPod or any electronic device
Smart glasses
Correcting pens or correcting fluid
Calculator lids or instruction
Dictionary
Notes



Students are in exam conditions from the time they enter the exam venue, until 
they leave the exam venue

Listen to and follow the instructions given to you by the invigilator at all times

Alert an invigilator to a problem immediately 

Put up your hand to attract invigilator if you need something

Do not write anything inappropriate in your answer booklet such as a swear word 
or offensive language. 

Do not try and be funny; answer the questions appropriately

Offensive language or inappropriate answers will be considered malpractice.

Next steps - Exams Information



We want every student to have the opportunity 
for every mark in every paper, in every subject 
count. 

The sanctions applied by the exam boards can 
include:

1. a warning;
2. loss of all marks gained for a section;
3. loss of all marks gained for a component;
4. loss of all marks gained for a unit;
5. disqualification from the unit;
6. disqualification from all units in one or more 
qualifications taken in the series;
7. disqualification from the whole qualification;
8. disqualification from all qualifications taken in 
that series;
9. barred from entering for examinations for a set 
period of time.

We do not decide the sanction, the exam 
board will do that based on the malpractice 
that has been reported.



It is normal to find exams stressful

Read the information on the front of the exam paper

Read each question carefully

If you get stuck move on

Check all of your answers again at the end

Do your best

Next steps - Exams Information
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